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1826
Jedediah Strong Smith
goes to California

Reading Social Studies
To compare is to think about how two or more things are alike. To
contrast is to think about how two or more things are different.

-)Compare andContrast
Complete this Venn diagram to show that you under-
stand how the journeys of Jedediah Strong Smith and of
Sylvester and James Pattie were alike and how they were
different. A copy of this graphic organizer appears on page
58 of the Homework and Practice Book.

California, HereWe Come!
Topic 1

Smith
•started in 1826
• ordered to leave
California

Similar Pattie
• started in 1827
• jailed byGoverno
Echeandía

CaliforniaWriting Prompts
Write a Narrative Imagine you are a trail-
blazer to California during the 1820s. Write
a narrative about your journey, describing
the route you take. Be sure to include details
about the landscape, the people you meet,
and the difficulties you encounter.
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Write a Report Imagine you are a
reporter covering the signing of the Treaty
of Cahuenga. Write an article that tells your
readers about the event. Give a background to
the treaty by summarizing the key events that
ended the fighting in California.



1845 1855

1848
The Mexican-
American War ends

J1841

The Bartleson-Bidwel expedition
arrives in California from Missouri

1846
California settlers begin
the Bear Flag Revolt

Recall Facts

Answer these questions.

9. Why was it difficult for the Mexican
government to control California?

10. Why did some people think it was
a good idea for California to join the
United States?

11. What events started the Mexican-
American War?

Write the letter of the best choice.

12. Who led the first group of Americans
across the Sierra Nevada?
A John C. Frémont
B Bernarda Ruíz
C Jedediah Strong Smith
D Jacob Donner

13. Which of the following was the capital of
Mexican California?
A Fort Ross
B Los Angeles
C Monterey
D Santa Barbara

Think Critically
14.(ANALYSISWhat were some benefits of

SKILL

early 1800s? What were the costs?
moving to California during the

the way people moved to California in

ANALYSISHow does the way people move
to new places today differ from

the 1800s?

SKILL

Chapter5 221

Use Vocabulary
Write a term from the
list to complete each
sentence.

1. The war ended after
both sides signed a

2. Many early settlers
traveled to California
by

demand,p. 191

trailblazer, p. 192

wagon train,
p. 200

treaty, p. 216

3. In the late 1700s, there was great
for beaver and otter pelts.

4 .makes new paths for others toA
follow.

se theTimeLine
ANALYSISUse the summary time line above to
SKILL answer the questions.
5. In which decade did Jedediah Smith go
to California?

6. When did the Bear Flag Revolt begin?

Apply Skills
Distinguish Fact from 0pinion ldentify each
statement as a fact or an opinion.

7. The Californios were the very best horse
riders in the world.

8. General Kearny and his troops lost the
Battle of San Pasqual.

15.


