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Reading Social Studies
When you generalize, you make a broad statement about the facts and
details you have read.

)Generalize
Complete this graphic organizer to make a generalization
about the settlement of Mexican California from the early
1800s to 1850. A copy of this graphic organizer appears on
page 46 of the Homework and Practice Book.

Mexican Rule in California
Facts
Mexico won its independence
from Spain.

Generalization
The economy of California grew stronger and its
population increased under Mexican rule.

California Writing Prompts
Write a Narrative Imagine you are a
Californio living in Alta California. Write a
story in which you ask the Mexican govern-
ment for a land grant. Include a description of
the land you want, and explain what you will
do if the land is granted to you.
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Write a Report Write a short report
describing the lives of either California
Indians or women on ranchos. Visit your
library and use your textbook and the Internet
to gather information, facts, and details for
your report.



1825) 1835)

1812
Fort Ross
is founded

Use Vocabulary
Write a definition for each word. Then use
each word in a sentence that explains its
meaning.

1. independence, p. 149

2. land grant, p. 157

3. rancho, p. 158

4. barter, p. 160

5. talloW, p. 160

6. vaquero, p. 165

7. labor, p. 166

1821

Mexico wins its
independence

1834
The Mexican government
begins to close missions

Recall Facts

Answer these questions.

11. What changes did Mexico's inde-
pendence from Spain bring to Alta
California?

12. How did life for California Indians
change after the missions were closed?

13. How did California's economy develop
under Mexican rule?

Write the letter of the best choice.

14. Which of the following received most of
the land grants in California?
A Californio women
B Californio men
C Caifornia Indians
D settlers from the United States

15. What was a popular trading item in
California in the 1830s?
A jewelry
B corn
C tallow
D soap

Think Critically
16.ANALYSIEIn what ways would your life be

different if you lived on a ranchoSKILL

during the 1800s?

ANALYSS If you were living in Alta
SKILL California in the 1830s, would
you want to live on a rancho or in a
pueblo? Why?
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Use the Time Line

AMALYSISUse the summary time
answer the questions.

SKILL
line above to

8. In what year did Mexico gain indepen-
dence from Spain?

9. How long did it take the Mexican gov-
ernment to begin closing missions after
Mexico won its independence?

Apply Skills
ANALYSISSKILL ldentify Multiple Causesand Effects

10. What are some reasons why ranchos
became the center of life in California
after Mexico gained independence from
Spain?

17.


