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Reading Social Studies
The main idea is the most important thought in a text.
The details give more information that supports the main idea.

G Main ldeaandDetails
Complete this graphic organizer to show that you understand
the main idea and some supporting details about the first
European colonies in the Americas. A copy of this graphic
organizer appears on page 46 of the Homework and Practice
Book.

The First Colonies
Mainldea
Europeans started colonies in North America.

Details

California Writing Prompts
Write a Comparative Report Write a report
that compares and contrasts the Virginia Colony
and the Plymouth Colony. Tell at least two ways
that the settlements were alike and two ways
that they were different.
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Write a Narrative Imagine that you are a
reporter in St. Augustine, New Amsterdam, or
New Orleans. Write a short story that describes
your chosen city, including its location and why
it was founded.
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Use Vocabulary
Write a sentence to explain how each pair of
terms is related.

1. plantation (p. 156), slavery (p. 156)

2. raw material (p. 161), cash crop (p. 164)

3. legislature (p. 165), represent (p. 165)

4. royal colony (p. 166), proprietary colony
(p. 182)

5. internecine (p. 180), ally (p. 180)

Use the Time Line

ANALYSISUse the chapter summary time line
above to answer these questions.

6. When was New Spain formed?

7. How many years after the English founded
Jamestown did the Mayflower sail to
Plymouth?

Apply Skills
AAYSIS Compare Primary and Secondary
SKILL Sources
8. Look at pages 178 and 179. Identify the

primary source and the secondary source.
Explain your choices.

SKILL Read a Historical Map

9. Use the map on page 185 to identify which
European nation claimed most of the land
along the Rio Grande by 1650.

1620
The Mayflower
sails to
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Recall Facts
Answer these questions.

1684
La Salle claims
Louisiana for
France

10. Why did Spain build missions in the
borderlands of New Spain?

11. Who settled the Plymouth Colony, and
what was their reason for doing so?

12. Why did some colonists enslave American
Indians and Africans?

Write the letter of the best choice.

13. What cash crop helped the Virginia Colony
grow and prosper?
A cotton
B rice
C tobacco
D sugarcane

14. What was the main reason French and
Dutch settlers started colonies in North
America?
A They wanted religious freedom.
B They wanted to gain profits from the

sale of furs to Europe.
C They wanted to set up plantations.
D They wanted to govern themselves.

Think Critically
15.|ANALYSISWhat are two examples of coop-

SKILL eration and two examples of con-
flict between early European colonists and
American Indians?

16. (AMAYGS How did the relative location of
SKILL the PlymouthColony affect trade
with England?
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